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Prior to 2 Noveuber 1954, it was lecrned at the inistry of Ueavy Industiry that
exoloratory drilling operctions in search of hard cool derosits which werc bermn
ir. 1950, hod proved succesfulo |

[Experinental shafts driven to a depth of 45U to 450 neters, cross-cuts
from 250 to 300 meters long, and other drilling overations undertalien indicated that
a total of 14 to 16 million tons of exploitable coal are available in the area.

Tha coal is of the anthrzeite type and hac an average ash content of 12 percent, Sone
of the coal tesiod had an ash content of only 4 percent, but ot some places the ash
contont rose to 25 percent and even higher. ilxperts belicve that the cocl may be
.uaed for spacial brouches of the indusiry and cven for *he nroduction of special
teenniool fuels.

o, The exploitation oi the coal deosits in the Doberlug~Kircihoin arca was to begin
jn early 1955, iiining operatio: s will be under the control of the iknin Adninistrction
for Hord Cool. According to the State Plamning Cormissicn, 5 nillion castnariis are
tc be used for the comsiruction of nmining ingtallctions. Orders for the planning of
s coal washing ond sorting plaont will be slaced at the saue tioe. Dotails on the
processing of the coal mined wero not availcble in early Noveuber 1954,
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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSK
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Experimental shafts driven to a depth of 430 to 450 meters, cross-cuts
from 250 to 300 meters long, and other drilling operations undertaken indicated that
a total of 14 to 16 million tomns of exploitable coal are available in the area,

The coal is of the anthracite type and has an average ash content of 12 percent, Some
of the coal tested had an ash content of only 4 percent, but at some places the ash
content rose to 25 percent and even higher, Experts believe that the coal may be
used for special branches of the industry and even for the production of special
technioal fuels, 25X1

2o The exploitation of the coal deposits in the Doberlug-Kirchhain area was to begin
in early 1955, Mining operations will be under the control of the Main Administration
for Hard Coal. According to the State Planning Commissiom, 5 million eastmarks are
to be used for the construction of mining installations. Orders for the planning of
a coal washing and sorting plant will be placed at the same time, Details on the
procexsing of the coal mined were not available in early November 19544
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